
EHCP School Placement Flowchart 
 

Please note: ‘child’ = ‘child or young person’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Service Statement 
The role of the SENDIAS service is to ensure all parents, children and young people have access to impartial 
information, advice and support so they can make informed decisions related to their situation. Any information that is 
shared with the service is in confidence unless permission has been obtained to share this with any individuals, 
services and agencies that may be able to help in the circumstances. For more detail, view our policies and privacy 
notice on our website. 

How to contact us: Tel: 0330 222 8555 / Email:send.ias@westsussex.gov.uk or 
cyp.sendias@westsussex.gov.uk (up to age 25) / Website:www.westsussexsendias.org. To view 
factsheet online and access all links: https://tinyurl.com/btwbxzep    or scan QR code:                                 

*created Dec 2025* 

Must be named 
unless: 
Incompatible with 
efficient education of 
others AND 
No reasonable steps 
can be made by the LA 
to avoid this (Sect 33 
CAFA 2014) 

Is your preference on this list?: Sect 38 (3) CAFA 2014 
• a maintained school; 
• a maintained nursery school; 
• an Academy; 
• an institution within the further education sector in England; 
• a non-maintained special school; 
• an institution (independent special schools and special post-16 institution) approved 

under section 41. 
Check here: Get Information about Schools - GOV.UK (https://shorturl.at/eMOAJ) 
 

Must be named unless: 
• it is unsuitable for the age, ability, aptitude or special 

educational needs of the child or young person concerned, or 
• the attendance of the child or young person at the requested 

school or other institution would be incompatible with— 
I. the provision of efficient education for others, or 

II. the efficient use of resources. 
Sect 39 (4) 

You can ask your LA to consider naming 
your preference of independent setting.  
The LA must: 

• Take into account your views, wishes and 
feelings, and those of your child (if you 
are a parent making the request for your 
child).  

Sect 19 CAFA 2014 
• Have regard to the general principle that 

pupils (usually those under the age of 19) 
are to be educated in accordance with 
the wishes of their parents, so far as that 
is compatible with: 

• the provision of efficient 
instruction and training, and  

• the avoidance of unreasonable 
public expenditure. 

Section 9 of the Education Act 1996. 
 

The LA has to prove that at least one of these conditions applies 
in order to NOT name it in the EHCP. If they can then the LA must 
secure that the plan— 

a) names a school or other institution which the local authority 
thinks would be appropriate for the child or young person, or 

b) specifies the type of school or other institution which the local 
authority thinks would be appropriate for the child or young 
person. 

Sect 39(5) 
 

Before naming a school or institution on the EHCP, the LA must consult— 
a) the governing body, proprietor or principal of the school or other institution (being requested by parent or YP) 
b) the governing body, proprietor or principal of any other school or other institution the authority is considering 

having named in the plan, and 
For either of the above, if the school or other institution is maintained by another local authority, that authority. 
Sect 39 
 

Is your preference - a maintained Nursery, mainstream school or mainstream Post-16 institution? 
 

Yes No 

No Yes 

https://westsussexsendias.org/how-we-work/
https://westsussexsendias.org/how-we-work/
mailto:send.ias@westsussex.gov.uk
mailto:cyp.sendias@westsussex.gov.uk
http://www.westsussexsendias.org/
https://tinyurl.com/btwbxzep
https://get-information-schools.service.gov.uk/Search?SelectedTab=Establishments
https://shorturl.at/eMOAJ

