
Spring 2017 Newsletter

content
Page 2 
 
 
YMCA Yip4Youth Buddies

Page 3 
 
 
Local Offer trials Webinars

Local Offer Roadshow

First Steps to Adulthood 

Page 4 
 

Coffee, Cake, Info & 
Networking Event

Benefits Advice Poster

Welcome to Aukids Magazine

It is an exciting time for us as we are waiting the finalisation of our 
SEND IAS video.  This will help us to be able to reach more people 
and raise awareness of how we can support parents of children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities, and the young 
people themselves.  Look out for it on our SEND IAS information 
page.  We are hoping it will be there by the end of April 2017:                                                                         
https://westsussex.local-offer.org/information/3-information-advice-ias

We will also be trialling the use of webinars and will be delivering a 
webinar on Thursday 16th March 2017 (10.30-11.15am).  This webinar 
will give an overview of the information, advice and support service.   
We will try to make it a little interactive and there will also be time for 
general questions at the end. You are able to be an attendee of this 
webinar by signing up at: https://goo.gl/lxYQv0  (last digit is a zero).

There is so much going on in West Sussex at the moment, and this 
newsletter edition gives some highlights of what is happening over the 
next couple of months.  To find out all the events that are happening 
in your area, you may want to look at the calendar of events on the 
Local Offer: https://westsussex.local-offer.org/search_events

Heather

 

Welcome 
to our 2017 Spring Term 
Newsletter

West Sussex 
SENDIAS Service

In touch
Keeping parents and carers of children with SEND  
In touch with the latest information and events

Heather McIntosh
Team Manager
SENDIAS



Yip4Youth Buddies
Yip4Youth Buddies is a 
service linking young 
people aged 12-18 years 
with moderate learning 
difficulties with a trained 
volunteer to take part 
in small group activities, 
such as meals out, go 
karting, rock climbing 
and swimming trips.

As well as having fun, developing friendships and going on adventures, this service is outcome focused and 
supports young people to practise everyday life skills, such as handling money, using public transport and 
ordering food – skills that are beneficial as they develop into their adult lives.

West Sussex Yip4Youth 
Buddies also enables 
young people to interact 
with their buddies and 
peers, building confidence 
to develop relationships 
in the wider world.

We also provide play schemes for 
children with a disability aged 5 to 
11 and youth  schemes for 12 to 18 
year olds during holiday periods.

If you would like more information please 
contact Matt Howson on 01737 222859 
or matthew.howson@ymcaeastsurrey.
org.uk or check out the website                                           
http://www.ymcaeastsurrey.org.uk



 

West Sussex Parent Carer Forum 
49 Beach Road, Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5JG 

www.wspcf.org.uk  01903 726188   office@wspcf.org.uk  

First Steps to Adulthood 
 

Do you have a young person aged 14+ with additional needs and 
disabilities? 

 

Are you concerned about what happens after school (16+) and what 
support is out there for your child? 

 
 

Wednesday 8th March 2017 6-8pm 
 

Horsham Youth Centre 
Hurst Road, Horsham, RH12 2DN 

 

Information Sharing Drop in Event 
with a range of stalls and information from appropriate 

services and organisations available to discuss: 
 

 Benefits  
 Sport and Leisure 
 West Sussex Local Offer 
 Discount Cards 
 Specific Disability Organisations 
 Supporting young people into paid employment 
 Literature will also be available to take away 
 Many more yet to confirm 

 

 No need to book – drop in, this is the first event, we are planning to do 
more so if you have any suggestions or feedback please get in contact. 

 
Parking available in Pavilions in the Park 

Accessible toilet with hoist and bench available 
Parent carers expenses can be claimed 

                               trials Webinars 
We are excited to unveil a 
program of webinars (online 
workshops) for three months 
which will then be reviewed as 
to whether they are successful.  

They are aimed primarily at 
parent carers and professionals 
working within special 
educational needs and/
or disabilities (SEND).

West Sussex is a large county 
and we know everyone is busy 
but even more so families with 
SEND. By joining a webinar you 
can increase your knowledge  

from the comfort of your 
home or office (if you can get 
permission from work).

All webinars will be recorded 
and then posted on the site 
afterwards enabling those who 
were not able to join the webinar 
to still receive the information.

If you would prefer to talk 
to someone face-to-face 
and find out more about the 
Local Offer or support in our 
community please see the 
poster below for new Local                                                        
Offer Roadshow dates.

For all upcoming webinars 
please check the Local Offer 
calendar of events by searching 
‘Webinar’ and following the 
relevant link to register. There 
are currently several sessions 
scheduled: Introduction to the 
SEND Information, Advice & 
Support Service; Short Breaks & 
Compass Card and Local Offer.

If you would like to suggest 
any topics or deliver a webinar 
then please email the Local 
Offer Officer at charlotte.
smith@westsussex.gov.uk

Yip4Youth Buddies
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West Sussex 
SENDIAS Service

St James Campus, St James Road, Chichester, PO19 7HA 
Helpline: 0330 222 8555   Email: send.ias@westsussex.gov.uk

Email for children and young people: cyp.sendias@westsussex.gov.uk

Welcome to Aukids Magazine!
AuKids is an award-winning quarterly print magazine providing information, 
encouragement and support for parents of children with autism spectrum conditions 
(ASC). Innovative, uplifting, and fun, we also aim to educate society at large that autism 
should be seen as a difference rather than a disability. We are a not for profit social 
enterprise. 

AuKids magazine is a quarterly 16-page glossy print publication. You can Subscribe 
online for just £15.00 a year to receive four issues a year, each packed to the rafters with 
easy to read, fun-filled advice on raising a child on the autism spectrum. Subscribers 
also get free access to our downloadable online archive. 

AuKids magazine is edited by a parent of twins with autism and a professional speech and language therapist with 
more than 15 years’ experience working with children who have autism. Plus, a team of internationally renowned 
expert advisors, presenting features in a down to earth style.

For more information or to order visit http://www.aukids.co.uk

www.westsussex.local-offer.org

Need benefits advice?

Disability Living Allowance,  
Universal Credit, Employment  
Support Allowance, 
Tax Credits and many more…

If you care for a child or young person  
(0 to 25 years) who has a disability 
or additional needs, and you would like  
help, advice or guidance please contact:

Robert Hayes, Benefits Advisor

Email: Robert.hayes@westsussex.gov.uk

Direct Line: 03302 222569

Mobile: 07850240874

Postal Address:
West Sussex County Council
Durban House
Durban Road
Bognor Regis
PO22 9RE 

Visit the Local Offer website:  
www.westsussex.local-offer.org

www.westsussex.local-offer.org

If you require this publication in an alternative 
format, please contact us on  03302 228 555.
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5th April 2017 10.30am – 1.00pm 
Bersted Park Community Centre, Lakeland Avenue, Bognor,  

PO21 5FF 
 

Drop in and find support, pick up information, and talk to organisations whilst enjoying 
coffee and cake and meeting other parents.  

The following organisations will be attending: 
 

        * West Sussex Parent Carer Forum * KIDS 
        * Reaching Families               * West Sussex Local Offer 
        *  Benefits Advisor    * and many more ……. 
         

  
 

This is a free event where children are welcome. 
 

Free Parking available, travel expenses can be reimbursed for parent carers.  
 

 For more information, please contact office@wspcf.org.uk or call 01903 726188 
 
 

Future events 
 

5th July 2017– Billingshurst Community Centre, Billingshurst 
18th October 2017– Worthing Rugby Club, Angmering 

    West Sussex Parent Carer Forum 

invite you to our 

Coffee, Cake, Info & Networking event  

for families with children with additional needs 
and disabilities        


