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Welcome to our 2019 
Summer Term Newsletter

West Sussex 
SENDIAS Service

In touch
Keeping parents and carers of children with SEND  
In touch with the latest information and events

Heather McIntosh
Team Manager
SENDIAS

If you have not heard about the Information, Advice and 
Support Programme (IASP or IAS Programme) then may I draw 
your attention to our SENDIAS Annual Report 2018-19.  

Thank you to all that were able to attend our drop in events in 
November 2019, or completed our online survey during November 
2018 – January 2019.  By giving your feedback about the service has 
helped us shape our operational plans for the next two years. 

This year’s Annual Report is an ‘IASP special edition’, outlining 
the feedback themes we received, the recommendations 
that were given to us, and then our response by way of the 
actions we will take to fulfil the related desired outcomes.

To find out more about what has been happening over this past year, 
and to read the SENDIAS Annual Report 2018-19, please type in the 
following URL into your web browser: https://bit.ly/2ZQ2yEX 

This page will continue to be updated over the next year 
as we carry out the actions we have committed to in our 
operational plan 2019-20, so be sure to check back if you are 
interested in what is happening and the service’s progress.



The School Exclusion Project 

Local Offer Calendar of Events 

The School Exclusion Project provides 
free legal representation to challenge 
permanent school exclusion. Their volunteer 
representatives provide totally free advice 
and representation at all stages of the 
exclusion process. They specialise in cases 
involving children and young people with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities. 

Get in touch with them to access 
support quickly. They provide advice and 
representation at the point of exclusion, 
at Governing Body Hearings, Independent 
Review Panels and First Tier Tribunals.  

When a parent whose child faces 
permanent exclusion from school contacts 
the Project, a (trained) student director 
has an initial discussion to ensure that 
the case is one that the Project can take 
on. If the case is one within the Project’s 
remit, the parent is assigned a student 
representative who prepares and conducts 
the appeal on their behalf. Approximately 
75-80% of their cases involve children 
with special educational needs.   

The student representative will then 
appear on behalf of the parent before the 
appropriate decision-making body: the 
governing body of the school, before the 
Independent Review Panel (IRP) or before the 
First-tier Tribunal (FTT) (if the parents allege 
that the exclusion was unlawful as being 
discriminatory on the ground of disability). 
The Project has excellent links with specialist 
education solicitors. This allows Sarah, or 
the barrister mentor, to make sure that if 
the final decision of the IRP or the FTT is 
unlawful, further advice and if necessary 
further representation can be obtained.

Find out more on their website   
www.schoolexclusionproject.com or email 
them for further information or advice 
at help@schoolexclusionproject.com

Looking for activities and events you 
can attend to entertain your children? 

Our Local Offer Calendar of Events will inform 
you of everything that is happening over the 
holidays and there are some new and exciting 
initiatives happening in West Sussex as well.  

All organisations and voluntary groups 
that are on the calendar of events either 
cater specifically for children and young 
people with SEN and/or disabilities, or 

have taken extra measures to ensure their 
activities and events are inclusive to all.  

The link to the calendar of events on 
the Local offer is:  goo.gl/zxtAE1



The autism alert card can be carried by a person 
who has autism and used in situations where 
communication may be difficult. The alert card, 
developed in consultation with adults who have 
autism and parents, is designed to tell people 
about the condition and asks them to show 
respect and tolerance. It can be particularly useful 
if a person who has autism comes into contact 
with criminal justice professionals, such as police 
officers, magistrates and solicitors. 

The card comprises a wallet which contains a 
leaflet of key facts about autism, and a credit-card 

style insert where people can write emergency 
contact details. You can order the autism alert card 
for £2.50 from our online shop or find out more on 
the Local Offer page  local-offer.org/services/428

Autism Alert Card from The 
National Autistic Society

Worthing Speakabout 
Worthing Speakabout is a fun, member-led group 
who aim to support members to speak up for 
themselves, make friends and run interesting and 
fun projects. Anyone with a learning disability in 
the Worthing area is welcome to join. Speakabout 
hold big meetings on the fourth Thursday evening 
of every month where members invite a guest 
speaker and explore a topic of interest – for 
example, relationships, support or important 
changes happening for people with a learning 
disability. 

Outside of the big meetings, members meet up in 
small groups with their supporter to run projects 
– these have included film-making, researching, 
training people in learning disability awareness, 
organising events about hate crime, campaigning 
to make local transport better or performing a 
roleplay about speaking up for yourself. 

New members are welcome to just come to the 
monthly big meetings, but if you have a passion, 
interest, desire to learn new skills or something you 

want to change in your community, you can also 
help with the projects we have on the go. 

For more information please check out our website 
worthingspeakabout.wordpress.com 

email us at worthingspeakabout@gmail.com or 
call 07741 241 209

Speakabout is supported by Impact Initiatives and 
they run several other self advocacy groups in West 
sussex, you can find out more about them here: 
impact-initiatives.org.uk/services/adults-and-
older-people/advocacy  



Parent carers require a range of skills above 
and beyond the normal parenting experience 
and access to training is vital to helping parents 
develop these skills. 

Reaching Families delivers a series of training 
workshops across a wide variety of subjects 
that we know are challenges for parents and 
families.

Our workshops are free but we would welcome 
a small donation to the charity (suggestion is 
£3). We regret we are unable to accommodate 
any children at the workshop and request that 
you make alternative arrangements.

To find out more about our workshops or to 
book please go to the training section of the 
website reachingfamilies.org.uk    
email us at admin@reachingfamilies.org.uk  
or call our office on 01903 366360.

Making Sense of 
Bullying *New 
workshop*

Tuesday 18 June 
9.45am – 12.30pm 
Trafalgar Road Baptist 
Church, Horsham

Handling Stress and 
Building Your Own 
Resilience

Friday 21 June 
9.45am – 12.30pm 
Thomas A Becket Infant 
School, Worthing

Making Sense of 
Anxiety (Primary 
aged children)

Tuesday 25 June 
9.45am – 12.30pm 
Billingshurst 
Community Centre

Making Sense of 
Parenting Siblings of 
Children with SEND

Thursday 4 July 
9.45am – 12.30am 
The Kings Church, 
Burgess Hill

Making Sense of 
Anxiety (Primary 
aged children)

Tuesday 25 June 
9.45am – 12.30pm 
Billingshurst 
Community Centre

Making Sense of 
Parenting Siblings of 
Children with SEND

Thursday 4 July 
9.45am – 12.30am 
The Kings Church, 
Burgess Hill

Sign up for SENDIAS Newsletter
If you would like to receive a copy of our future newsletters 
by email please complete the online form at goo.gl/9e6Zzd  

It should take less than 5 minutes to sign up!

We are currently reviewing the way we produce and 
distribute our newsletter and are considering reducing the 
number of printed copies to a minimum. If you currently 
receive paper copies of our newsletter and would be happy 
to receive future editions by email instead, then please let us 
know at send.ias@westsussex.gov.uk

Many parent carers, voluntary groups and 
professionals now receive our newsletter 
by email, but we know this does not suit 
everyone so if you would like a paper 
copy please give us a call on   
0330 222 8555.
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